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THE  TERRIBLE  TRiCEDY 


XT  tVIXDSOR  LOCKS. 


TRIPLE  MURDER  IN  A  BROTHEL. 


a  in: at  excitement. 


SEVERAL  ARRESTS. 


A  meeting  of  the  town  authorities  of 
Windsor  Locks  Tuesday  evening  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by  a  man  named  Baker  who  came  to 
umouuce  a  murder  at  a  spot  called  “Hull  j 
Run,”  on  the  Gxanby  and  Windsor  Locks 
road.  The  meeting  wa3  immediately  ad¬ 
journed  and  a  party  of  about  twenty  meu  j 
orocured  carriages  and  drove  to  the  scene  of  1 
slaughter,  arriving  about  nine  o’clock- 
There  they  found  the  house  entirely  dark, 
tuid  on  forcing  an  entrance  discovered  the 
three  mutilated  corpses  of  Timothy  Billings, 
the  keeper  of  the  house,  a  woman  called  his  | 
wife,  and  another  named  Julia  Hares,  lying  i 
an  the  floor  aud  weltering  in  their  owu  blood 
ind  gore,  while  portions  of  the  clothes  of  the  I 
Billings  woman  were  on  fire  and  oue  of  her 
inns  was  almost  ourued  off-  A  jury  was  im¬ 
mediately  impaneled  consisting  of  Daniel 
Montgomery  (foreman).  Dr.  Burnapp,  James 
T-  Coogan,  Robert  Waller,  John  L-  Beck-  j 
J.  A-  Rogers,  George  Allen.  William  j 
Baldwin,  Henry  Douglass,  W.  Stein,  Joseph 
White  and  W,  Olds,  who  after  viewing  the 
rictims  of  this  cold-blooded  outrage  aud  no-  j 
ticiug  the  premises  aud  surrounding  circum¬ 
stances,  as  well  as  the  dim  light  of  lauterufl 
would  permit,  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock 
Wednesday  morning,  at  which  time  they  met 
aud  again  adjourned  to  Thursday  at  teu 
o’clock,  awaiting  the  possibility  of  the  arrest 
of  suspected  parties. 

The  particulars  of  the  affair  which  a  re¬ 
porter  for  The  Ooubast.  who  visited  the 
Beene  Wednesday  afternoon,  was  able  to 
gather  are  as  follows: — Between  aud  4 
o’clock  Tuesday  alternoon,  two  “pack  ped¬ 
dlers,”  named  Myer  Stockardt  and  Jacob 
Xewabomb,  were  cm  their  way  over  the 
Gniuby  and  Windsor  Locks  road,  intending 
to  take  the  rood  northward  for  Sulfield  at  the 
point  where  it  crossed  the  road  they  were 
traveliug  upon.  At  this  junction  D  the  place 
called  Bull  Run. 

DESCRIPTION  or  THE  rHEillSCS. 

The  taveru  or  brcihel.  whatever  it  may  do 
called,  was  a  place  of  the  worst  reputation.  It 
is  situated  at  the  north  western  of  the  corners 
made  by  the  crossing  of  the  Sutileld  and  Po- 
quounuck  aud  the  Windsor  Locks  and  Gran¬ 
by  roads.  It  is  distant  about  two  miles  from 
Windsor  Locks  aud  about  four  from  Buffield. 
It  has  two  doors,  oue  on  the  east  side,  open¬ 
ing  directly  into  the  bar-room,  and  oue  on 
the  southwest  corner,  which  opens  into  the 
back  room-  Between  the  back  room  aud  the 
bar-room  is  a  larger  apartment,  in  which 
stands  a  cooklug  stove  ami  which  was  the 
“living-room”  of  the  occupants  of  the  house. 

( tut  of  the  middle  room  there  opens  a  small 
bed-room  which  opeua  by  another  door  iuto 
the  passage-way  behind  the  bar.  A  door  also 
connects  the  bar-room  aud  the  middle  room 
directly.  No  house  is  within  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  of  this,  and  none  whatever  is  within 
sight  or  hearing,  as  gloomy  pi ue  groves  sur¬ 
round  the  sandy  waste  on  which  the  house 
stands,  aud  shut  it  off  from  all  wituessos. 
making  it  the  fitting  scene  of  some  fearful 
tragedy— aud  many  rumors  say  that  this 
is  not  the  first  murder  that  lias  taken 
place  there.  Not  very  long  ago,  during  the 
month  of  October,  a  woman  inmate  of  the 
house  killed  herself  by  taking  morphine,  aud 
in  August  a  man  who  had  beeu  at  the 
house  for  several  days  in  Compauy  with  the 
woman  Hayes,  oue  of  tho  victims  of  the  re¬ 
cent  slaughter,  was  found  dead  under  the 
piue  trees  within  a  rod  or  two  of  the  place. 
Circumstances  indicated  that  he  had  been 
robbed  and  drugzed  to  death  by  the  inmate* 
of  the  home,  but  the  arrest  and  examination 
of  Billings  and  bis  wife  proved  nothing,  and 
a  verdict  of  suicide  had  to  be  rendered, 
tfther  crimes  are  supposed  to  have  been  per¬ 
petrated  there  wbieo  hav*  never  come  to 
light-  The  people  talk  of  bodies  buried  by 
night  in  the  sands  near  the  building;  of 
mysterious  disappearances,  aud  of  strange 
sights  soon  by  belated  travelers.  There  have 
been  a  great  many  drunken  creatures  robbed 
of  1  ary  e  and  small  amounts  of  money  at  this 
literally,  den  of  thieves,  aud  the  entire 
locality  has  for  years  been  accursed  iu  the 
eyes  of  the  respectable  people  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  towns. 

T1IE  PEUDLEHS’  STORY. 

When  the  two  peddlers  approached  tho 
house  two  men  ran  out  from  the  back  door 
aud  around  the  north  side  to  the  Sulfield 
road,  iu  the  pines,  where  they  disappeared 
from  sight.  The  two  Germans  approached 
the  back  door  and  knocked,  hearing  in  return 
a  taint  ■  come  In.”  The  appeanmoe  of  things 
was  such  as  to  frighten  them ;  theiewere 
signs  of  trouble  all  about,  and  when  they,  on 
opening  the  door,  saw  blood  upon  the  floor 
thev  quickly  left,  going  around,  as  did  the 
murderers,  to  the  north  of  the  house  and  the 
Nuffield  mad-  Here  they  came  upon  <me  of 

the  marderers  hiddeu  iu  the  bushes  aud  he 

rau  from  them  into  the  woods  aud  joiued  hi, 
compauiou.  after  which  both  crossed  the  bar- 
field  read  kiKher  up,  from  the  east  to  the 
west  side,  and  disappeared  finally  In  the 
woods.  The  peddlers  were  ‘.frightened  from 
thoir  course  aud  decided  to  go  to  W  indsor 
Locks  instead,  as  they  feared  to  follow  the 
tracks  of  the  murderers.  On  the  Locks  road, 
a  short  distance  from  the  house,  they  found  ; 
two  men  named  Baker  and  McCarroi.  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Samuel  Austin,  of  SUneld, 1 
spreading  tobacco  stalks  upon  the  fields.  ; 
These  meu  they  accosted  and  told  them  there 
was  trouble  at  the  bouse.  AH  went  back  to  ! 
it  together,  and  here  begins 


and  iu  a  woman ’a  stocking  up  stairs  there 
were  discovered  about  making  over 

$700  In  ready  money  that  was  to  be  bad  m 
the  building.  In  the  charred  part*  of  the 
middle  room  was  found  a  bread  knife  with 
the  handle  burned  iu  two.  the  blade  was 
marked  with  blood  aud  is  thought  to  have 
been  the  instrument  used  to  kill  the  Ilayes 
drL  and  subsequently  thrown  Into  the  flames. 
If  thev  were  then  started,  or  »t  least  upon 
the  floor  awav  from  the  room  where  it  had 
been  employed.  Behind  the  bar  was  a  double 
barreled  gun.  loaded,  and  up  stairs  was  u 
seven  shooter  rorolver.  showing  that  If  the 
attack  bad  beeu  at  all  anticipated  there 

would  have  beeu  a  better  defeusu. 

The  bodies  were  coffined  aud  taken  to  the 

town  hall  about  .1  o’clock 
noon.  The  bouse  was  then  locked  up  but  the 
,  windows  were  left  unlocked  aud  people  e»- 
I  tered  through  them,  tho  fire  too.  at  the  time 
I  of  tho  first  entering,  caused  some  disurnnigo- 
1  merit  of  things  by  people  in  a  hurry.  a«u  cw»- 
,  sequent! v  the  different  articles  m  the  room 
I  mar  have  been  many  of  them  disturbed  after 
the' affair  took  place  and  before  TueColrant 
reporter  arrived  on  the  scene,  which  was 
about  3  o’clock  Wednesday.  At  that  tune 
the  bar-room  In  front  had  been  used  to  lay 
out  the  bodies  in  and.  save  the  magazine  on 
the  floor  aud  the  bag  of  oats  with  its  gory 
marks,  the  whole  order  of  the  room  had  beeu 
changed.  In  the  middle  room  tho  half-cooked 
meal  was  still  upon  the  stove,  tho  rocking 
chair  was  drawn  up  to  the  window  and  a 
bound  copy  of  Q<«U*t's  Ijuhf  *  Hoof:  lay 
opened  upon  the  table  at  an  essay  upon  En¬ 
thusiasm."  a  work-basket  had  boon  knocked 
off  the  mantel-pioce  and  the  spools  were  scat¬ 
tered  over  the  floor.  A  singular  thing  in  this 
room  was  the  position  of  a  kerosene  lamp 
which  lav  between  the  arm  of  the  rocking 
chair  and  the  window  resting  between  the 
two,  where  evidently  It  bad  been  knocked  iu 
some  struggle ;  on  the  floor  was  another  Kero¬ 
sene  lamp  with  the  brass  parts  bent  as  if 

stepped  upou.  The  back  room  was  bare.  On 
the  floors  of  all  the  rooms  pools  of  b  ond  ami 
gore  presented  the!  most  sickening  sight,  the 
carpets  aud  the  hare  boards  alike  being 
.turned  aud  branded  with  the  sljua  ot  umr- 
I  der. 

THE  YICTOIa 


were  an  utterly  worthless  set. 
than  two  weeks  the  Hayes  woman  was  In  the 
depot  at  Windsor  Locks  In  a  state  of  beastly 
intoxication:  she  was  by  suspicion  seriously 
implicated  lathe  mvsterious  death  of  ib«  so- 
called  suicide  last  fall,  aud  her  being  an  in¬ 
mate  of  the  place  was  enough  to  stamp  her  a* 
a  person  almost  bevond  pity.  The  Billings 
were  worthy  of  the  house  that  they  kepi,  and 
during  the  two  or  three  j’eara  of  their  tenure 
there,  it  is  said  to  have  sunk  eveu  lower  than 
.  it  had  been  before,  if  possible.  BiUingd  him¬ 
self  is  reported  as  having  been  very  respecta¬ 
bly  connected,  the  son  indeed  of  a  very 
worthy  man.  which  makes  his  fall  =tni  nw>*‘v 
gad  and  adtnoiiUorv- 

TITE  CLUES  TO  DETECTION 

ire  the  dress  that  the  meu  wore;  tho  fact  of 
a  general  dislike  to  the  house  and  Its  occu¬ 
pants;  the  known  habit  of  Billings  to  keep 
money  on  hand  in  large  quantities,  and  the 
tact  that  three  persons  were’ earned  to  the 
house  Monday  from  Windsor  U*cus  by  a 
liverv  rnau.  who  left  them  there  and  came 
back  alone.  At  a  later  hour  it  was  reported 
that  two  guns,  one  broken  at  the  sKwk.  and 
the  other  whole,  had  been  found  in  the  pines 
uear  the  house.  It  was  not  decided  whether 
thev  had  belonged  to  Billings  or  not,  but  they 
were  looked  upuu  as  the  ii»*truiuent*  of  the 
deed.  If  they  do  not  belong  to  him  they 
will  prove  of  great  aid.  A  report  was  circula¬ 
ted  that  when  the  party  of  examination  first 
went  to  the  house,  a  mau  was  seen  staggering 
off  to  the  woods,  but  could  not  later  be 
found.  This  arose  from  the  fact  that  Lon- 
stable  Beckhaui  went  arcund  alone  to  the 
north  side  of  the  bouse,  and  clipped  on  the 
ice  as  he  went.  Some  one  saw  him  and  started 
the  story  therefrom-  But  it  had  uo  Other 
fouudattoH.  aud  it  is  probable  that  the  mur¬ 
derers  were  far  away  at  the  time. 


a.  number  of  arrests  wore  made  W  ednesday 
hr  the  authorities.  Officers  McCarty  and 
Pi vu n  from  this  city  took  the  early  tram  and 
i Officer  ilcKlrtir  went  up  afterward.  Jue 
officers  took  the  cars  from  there  later  m  pur¬ 
suit  of  suspected  persons,  except  Officer  Mc- 
ELrov.  who  subsequently  returned  to  Hart¬ 
ford.’  The  dress  or  the  murderers  with  Us 
blouse  and  rubber  boots  threw  suspicion  upon 
all  men  with  such  articles  of  clothing,  and 
accordingly  several  unsuspecting  teamsters 
came  to  grief  temporarily,  but  were  soon  re¬ 
leased.  When  the  reporter  left  Windsor 
Locks  at  six  o'clock  there  were  three  men  in 
the  “lock-up.”  Charles  Day.  a  butcher;  re¬ 
ward  Loomis,  a  saloon  Keeper,  aud  ■ ueorge 
Granger,  who  lives  in  Sutileld.  while  ««e 
George  Huinausoii  and  another  man  were 
supposed  to  be  under  charge  of  officers  bring¬ 
ing  them  from  Tbompsouville.  Granger  is 
said  to  hare  been  otio  of  the  three  men  car¬ 
ried  over  to  tho  house  Monday  night,  and  it 
is  also  said  that  he  was  absent  from  bn  home 
near  Sulfield  until  Tuesday  night,  when  he 
returned  and  set  out  next  morning  iu  a  bor- 
rowed  suit  ut  clothes,  iu  which  outfit  he  was 
captured.  He  is  young,  apparently  scarcely 
38  years  old,  and  seems  hardly  capable  of  »ucfi 
a  deed-  The  others  are  said  to  know  the  way 
to  the  bouse,  at  least.  If  they  were  not  there. 


THE  STOllY  Or  THE  WORKMEN. 
v»av  that  while  at  work  in  the  field. 
*is  bounded  on  the  west  side  by  thenar- 
rove  of  pines  that  grows  along  the  Suf- 
oud.they  saw  two  men  about  four  o'clock 
ut  into  their  lot  from  the  grove,  walk 
ward  and  tbeu  re-enter  the  w«*ods  and 
he  same  course  that  the  pedlars  attrib- 
thetn-  Both  parties  agree  in  their  de- 
ioas  of  the  murderers.  They  wore,  one 
•tu  a  light  overcoat  and  rubber  boots 
ttracted  particular  attention,  and  the 
a  botcher’s  House  of  gray  blue  oolur 
e-as  noticed  immediately. 
t*r  the  men  reached  the  house  they 
ihe  bar-rootu  door  and  found  it  locked, 
ack  door,  however,  they  opened  a  little 
methiug  wiu  in  its  *  ay  which  they  soon 
•ad  the  corpse  of  a  woman-  Looking  in- 
e  next  room  they  saw  another  and  a 
smoke,  and  having  seen  enough  they 
he  door  and  returned  to  their  work  in  the 
after  which  they  went  home  toward 
Ld  carrying  the  nedl^rs  witn  them. 
*  went  to  Windsor  Looks  in  the  evening 
mcohcrently.  with  some  agitation  and 
sdiciiou,  reported  the  affair.  The  rea- 
e  aastpis  for  carry-log  such  a  fearful  ae- 
or  four  hours  is  that  ho  was  afraid  of 
discharged  if  he  left  his  work 
an  iutemperate  mau.  and  was  a  little 
icated  the  night  of  the  murder.  He 
■oo.  been  iu  the  habit  of  frequenting 
>use.  although  pe  jfi  not  the  only  person 
:h  habits  in  the  vicinity.  He  has  been 
ined  and  discharged,  no  oue  alter  iu- 
ation  thinking  he  was  guilty,  although 
irch  of  his  premises  has  been  made  to 
for  traces  ot  the  deed.  He  remains 
the  town  without  giving  a»y  elgm»  of 


THE  CONJECTURES 

that  The  COURANT  reporter  arrived  at  were 
that  the  object  of  the  murder  was  money;  iu 
support  of  which  theory  is  tho  robbery  of 
the  watch  and  ?G0  In  money  from  the  Jiersmt 
of  Billings  who  always  carried  an  abundance 
of  monev  with  him;  that  the  murderers  had 
planned  the  affair  deliberately,  had  taken  a 
quiet  part  of  the  day  when  no  one  wax  likelv 
to  stop  there,  as  was  shown  by  the  general 
occupation  In  reading  of  the  victims,  and 
that  the  approach  of  tho  pedlars  <11 -concerted 
them  and  they  lighted  the  fire  in  tho  hope  of 
coveriug  their  traces:  that  their  dtess  was 
probablv  a  d’uguLo  a*U  seen  from  ft*  nature, 
and  that  it  is  wow  lying  discarded  somewhere 
among  the  pine  woods ;  that  the  murderers 
must  have  been  themselves  aware  of  the  hab¬ 
its  of  BiUiugs.  aud  that  probably  they  struck 
across  the  country,  alter  throwing 
off  lbeir  disguise*.  and  took 
Connecticut  Western  railroad  at  Tariff 
rifle  by  which  they  could,  via  Hartford 
or  iimerton,  have  reached  New  York  last 
night,  or  perhaps  the  Western  road  at  *>  out¬ 
field  and  went  on  to  Albany.  The  strange 
conduct  of  Baker,  the  workman,  cau  be  ex¬ 
plained  un  the  ground  of  the  general  fear 
the  ignorant  have  of  acknowledging  that 
thev  have  even  anv  knowledge  of  murders 
for  fear  of  getting  into  trouble  thereby.  As 
yet  nothing  but  conjecture  is  possible,  and 
one  mav  turn  out  as  good  as  another. 

The  unfed  dogs  of  the  murdered  man  were 
whining  for  their  master  about  the  premises 
all  Wednesday*  and  a  crowd  of  curious  per¬ 
sons  went  to  and  from  the  housa  from  morn¬ 
ing  till  night,  each  forming  a  dlflereut  con¬ 
clusion  and  droppiug  it  as  soon  ns  be  heard 
another. 

The  murder  has  created  great  excitement 
in  tbe  community.  The  selectmen  have 
offered  a  reward  of  $300  for  the  arrest  of  the 
guiltv  parties,  and  every  effort  is  beiug  made 
to  secure  them.  The  cnaracter  of  the  mur¬ 
dered  persons  Is  such  that  they  will  cot  bo 
missed  by  the  better  class  ot  people,  and  the 
closiug  of  their  house  Is  a  public  benefaction, 
but  the  deed  is  uo  less  an  outrage  upon  the 
public  and  as  such  deserves  the  fullest  pun¬ 
ishment  that  tbe  law  affords;  fur  in  cold, 
bloodthirsty  cruelty  It  has  fans  had  few  equals 
in  the  history  of  Connecticut  crime.  I  here 
is  little  sympathy  expressed  for  the  victims, 
but  the  slncensst  wishes  of  all  are  everywhere 
expressed  that  the  murderers  may  be  cap¬ 
tured,  and  receive  the  penalty  they  ao  well 
deserve. 


edlars  were  examined  aud  locked  up. 
r  desired  subsequently  to  go  to  Sumeld 
heir  wares,  aud  were  allowed  to  do  so 
sday  on  promise  of  returning. 


irrofttie  tlU*e»u-ApWaraDre  or 
[lipIIottfeC  aud  tile  VlcfH*»s. 

the  party  of  citizens  went  out. 
by  Constables  Croly  aud  Beckham, 
med  two  partial:,  one  goiug  to  the 
id  the  other  to  the  book  door.  The 
,  me  front  of  the  house  broke  iu  the 
Loor  with  a  rail,  and  on  entering,  found  | 


rSE  ROUT  OF  TIXt.  mtxiNOS 

oss  a  stool,  with  his  head  agamst  me 
his  legs  stretched  out  from  UR  chair 
he  middle  of  the  room,  while  his 
iu  dewn  by  hia  side.  U nder  his  head 
got  oaU.  and  by  his  chair  lay  a 
Dlume  of  linri>er'j  Jl'iyuriru.  >Vfien 
jmpted  to  lift  him,  the  "back  of  hla 
off  and  his  brains  fell  out  upon  the 

Ott  the  walls,  blood  aud  brains 
noted,  aud  even  from  the  ceiling 
blood,  brain  and  gora  were  ban  fine 
owing  that  tbe  blow  upon  the  head 
re  been  very  powerfully  dealt  to  have 
joh  ataarful  scattering.  Xt  appears 
>eeu  dene  with  spue  dufl  instrument 
:oke  rather  than  cut  the  skull, 
rty  at  the  back  door  puihed  their 
r  iu  and  lound  the 

UORPSg  OF  JITUA  HAVE? 


h  her  head  toward?  the  d<w»r,  and 
>at  round  hole  as  large  as  a  quarter 

r  ml  hpr  throftL  Ah 


Utu  UU1ICU  uu,  V,  m* 

say  that  a  little  bodily  warmth  still 
at  that  time. 


at  mat  ume. 

rties  found  the  house  full  of  smoke. 
ie  back  door  was  opened  aud  *d- 
r,  appeared  in  the  middle 

n  entering  thU  thfl  bpdy  of 
THE  UtUIXGS  WOMAN 


i  burning,  one  arm  being  aj- 
it  off  apd  most  of  hgr  clothes 
Water  was  thrown  upon  hey  onu 
am  os  were  eAtlaguishpd.  An  exr 
of  the  body  showed  two  wo  puds 
1  caused  by  some  blunt  inetrumeul 
s  from  any  knife.  The  wounds  of 
t  of  the  tragedy  were  pronounced 
rnapp  as  not  necessarily  fatal.  If 
emiou  had  beeu  given  to  them  Im- 
Cpoa  the  floor  middle 

e  a  carpet  ana  a  juta  Coupon 
hoi;  r  lay.  These  would  barn  Very 
^ciftfly  in  a  Jumse  where  there  was 
ion  of  air,  and  they  hsd  pa  burned 
s  amount  of  smoke  Ipdicateo.  in 

i  flflr  supposition  that  the  fire  imd 
ingajong  time  u  £$d  already 
qch  towards  the  doslructiQfl  of  the 
*ld£«  barfliDg  sereral  holes  in  the 
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,nd  no  one  but  the  dead  was  found 
»  the  building.  In  the  drawer  be- 
r  nearly  $000  iu  money  was  found. 
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